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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


DALT0N-IN-FURNE8S  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dalton-fn-Furnesi 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1944  on  the  sanitary  circumstances,  administration 
and  vital  statistics  of  your  District.  It  is  shorter  than  would 
have  been  the  case  in  peace  time  to  comply  with  the  instruction! 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  Annual  Reports  should  be  cur- 
tailed during  the  period  of  the  war. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  8,026. 

Population  10,610. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  3,100. 

Rateable  Value  ^40,246. 

•Amount  produced  by  a Fenny  Rate  ;^157. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — With  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  Europe,  the  nec- 
essity to  omit  figures  in  respect  of  population  came  to  an 
end.  The  population  of  the  Urban  District,  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  to  the  middle  of  each  of  the  years  from  1938 
onwards,  is  given  below,  the  annual  increase  or  decrease  being 
indicated  by  the  figures  within  brackets: — 

1938  10,440  (-  ) 1941  10,730  (-1-540) 

1939  10,530  (-t-  90)  ig4'j  10,950  (-1-  220) 

..  1940  10,190  (-340)  1943  10,720  (-230)' 

1944  io,6io  ( - 1 10) 

Births. — There  were  208  births,  113  male  and  96  female,  fiiving  a 
birth-rate  of  ig  6 per  1,000  as  compared  with  a rate  of  r6.5  in 
1943.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1944  was  17.6 
per  1. 000.  ^ 

Fifteen  of  the  total  208  births  in  Dalton  were  of  illegiti- 
mate children,  the  number  in  1943  ^ f^^re  were  in 

addition  2 still- births  in  1944. 

Deaths. — During  the  year  1944,  i 28  deaths  of  residents  were  regist- 
ered, 61  males  and  67  females,  giving  a death-rate  of  12  per 
1000,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  13.9  in  1943.  Thirty-seven  of 
the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year;  32  in  the 
second;  25  in  the  third;  and  34  in  the  fourth.  'I'he  age  periods 
at  which  the  deaths  occurred  were  : — 


Under 

1 year 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

30- 

.40- 

50- 

60- 

70- 

80- 

90- 

Total 

9 

2 

1 

S 

1 

1 

10 

8 

14 

32 

35 

10 

3 

128 

CAUSES  OF  DEA  l'H. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  9 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
of  age,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  late  of  43.2  per  1,000  reg- 
istered live  births,  which  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  of 
46  for  England  and  Wales.  Seven  of  the  infants  died  in  the  neo- 
natal period,  i.e.  before  attaining  the  age  of  one  month.  The  sex, 
age  and  cause  of  the  neo-natal  deaths  were  : — M.  3 hours  pre- 
maturity; M.  5 hours,  prematurity  ; M.  10  hours,  prematurity; 
M.  I day  asphyxia  livida  ; F.  i day,  intrauterine  malnutrition; 
F.  6 days,  pulmonary  catarrh,  collapse  of  right  lung  ; F.  6 days, 
icterus  neonatorum. 
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The  sex,  age  and  causes  of  death  of  the  two  infants  who 
died  in  the  later  months  were: — F.  8 months,  influenzal  broncho- 
pneumonia; M.  2 months,  broncho-pneumonia. 


Deaths  FROM  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age — None. 


Maternal  Mortality. — There  was  one  death  associated  with  child- 
bearing in  a woman  of  40,  the  cause  of  death  being  certified  as 
“cerebral  haemorrhage, essential  hypertension,  pregnancy. 


Ufectioijs  Diseases. — I am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  no 
deatli  was  attributed  to  any  of  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases. 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  & Blood  Vessels. — Of  the  50  deaths  certi- 
fied as  liaving  been  caused  by  tliese  diseases,  33  were  ascribed 
to  diseases  of  the  heart;  13  to  intracranial  vascular  lesions;  and 
4 to  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 


Diseases  OF  Til E Respiratory  System. — There  were  6 deaths  from 
pneumonia  ; 3 from  lironchitis  and  3 from  other  respiratory 
diseases. 


Cancer. — There  were  13  deaths  from  Cancer,  brief  particulars  of 
which  appear  below:  — 


Site  of  Disease  .Male 

Buccal  cavity  or  Oesophagus  i 

Uterus  — 

Stomach  and  Duodenum  — 

Breast  — 

.All  other  sites  5 


Female 

( 

I 

5 


6 


7 


Other  Causes  of  Death  were: — Influenza  3;  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 
Duodenum  3 ; Appendicitis  3 ; other  Digestive  , Diseases  2 ; 
Nephritis  3;  Suicide  2;  Road  Traffic  Accidents  1 ; other  violent 
causes  6,  and  all  other  causes  20. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  five  years  1939-43 
compared  with  that  for  1944. 

, ' . 1944  


DISEASE 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Number 
of  Cases 

Removed  t° 
Hospital 

Deaths  in 
Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

1 

9 

!0 

10 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Typhoid  and 
Para-Tyhoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

88 

2« 

2 

210 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping 

Cough 

3 

33 

d 

— 

34 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 
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— 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia&  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ophtlialmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 



I 

— 

1 

1 

- - 

Total 

11 

125 

40 

7 

258 

22 

12 

Nil. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — The  disease  was  of  the  normal  mild  form  which 
has  prevailed  throughout  the  country  in  recent  years.  Eleven 
patients  were  admitted  to  the  High  Carley  Isolation  Hospital, 
but  one  of  them  proved  to  be  suffering  from  German  Measles 
and  not  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Dysentery. — The  four  cases  of  this  disease  all  occurred  in  Service 
patients. 

Diphtheria. — Five  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital — three  Ser- 
vice and  two  civilian.  Only  one  of  the  five,  a soldier  removed 
from  .Anti-cross  Camp,  suffered  from  diphtheria,  Of  the  remain- 
ing four,  two  had  Vincent’s  Angina,  and  two  streptococcal 
tonsilitis.  Having  regard  to  the  great  importance  of  early 
hospital  treatment  of  diphtheria,  it  is  always  advisable,  in  case 
of  doubt  about  the  diagnosis,  to  send  the  patient  to  hospital 
immediately,  without  wasting  valuable  time  in  waiting  for 
bacteriological  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis,  which,  in  the  event 
of  tlie  disease  proving  to  be  diphtheria,  might  very  seriously 
prejudice  the  patients’ chances  ofrerovery. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation, — During  1944  a total  of  523  children 
completed  the  full  course  of  immunisation,  namely  151  under 
5 years  and  372  between  the  ages  5 and  15  years.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  it  was  estimated  that  63.8  per  cent  of  the  child  populat- 
ion under  5 years  of  age  and  85.2  percent  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  5 and  15  in  schools  maintained  by  the  Lancashire 

County  Education  .Authority  had  been  protected  against  Diph- 
theria by  means  of  immunisation. 

We  are  verv  much  indebted  to  the  Head  I eachers  and  mem- 
bers of  their  staffs  and  to  the  County  Council  School  Nurses  for 
their  very  va luable  assistance  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
i mmunisation. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that,  not  a single  case 
of  Diphtheria  lias  occurred  among  the  children  immunised  by 
Mrs.  Macewen  in  the  Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary  District. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — Bacteriological  investigations  continue 
to  be  carried  out,  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  at  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Emergency  Pathological  Service  Laboratory  at  the  High 
Carley  Sanatorium.  I am  grateful  to  Dr.  Brundret,  the  Pathol- 
ogist and  Bacteriologist,  for  his  very  valuable  co-operation  in 
the  investigation  of  many  problems  associated  with  the  preven- 
tion and  cure  of  disease. 
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rUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1944. 


. 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Years 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

1 — 

2 — 

— 1 

— 1 

— — 

J 

1 1 

— 1 

_ 

25 

— 1 

— — 

1 — 

— — 

35 

46 

2 1 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 



55 

65  and  upwards 

— 



1 — 

1 — 



Totals 

4 4 

4 1 

5 2 

0 0 

^ / 

8 

' 

5 

7 

■V 

0 

J 

13  7 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

'The  circular  of  thft  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  jpreparation 
of  .Annual  Reports  for  1944  requires  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  state  for  the  year: — 

(i)  “Whether  the  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several 
parts  has  been  satisfactory  (a)  in  quantity;  (b)  in  quality 

(ii)  where  there  is  a piped  supply,  whether  bacteriological 
examinations  were  made  of  the  raw  water,  and,  where 
treatment  is  installed,  of  the  water  going  into  supply, 
if  so,  how  many  and  the  results  obtained;  the  results  of 
any  chemical  analyses; 

(iii)  where  the  waters  are  liable  to  have  plumbo  solvent 
action,  the  facts  as  to  contamination  by  lead,  including 


7 


precautions  taken  and  number  and  results  of  analyses; 

(iv)  action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination; 

(v)  particulars  of  the  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  and  the 
proportion  of  the  population  supplied  from  public  water 
mains  (a)  direct  to  the  houses,  and  (b)  by  means  of  stand- 
pipes.” 

The  Urban  District  of  Dalton  is  provided  with  water  by  the 
Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation  in  mains  belonging  to  the  County 
Borough  Council.  Dalton  is  supplied  from  the  Poaka  Beck  Reservoir 
and  Askamfrom  the  Barrow  Corporation’s  Seathwaite  supply.  At 
the  Poaka  Beck  reservoir  the  water  is  subjected  to  sand  filtration 
and  chlorination  before  passing  to  two  service  reservoirs  for  distribu- 
tion to  Dalton  and  parts  of  Barrow.  'The  .Seathwaite  supply  is  derived 
from  the  Piver  Ducldon  and  is  chlorinated  at  the  Corporation’s  water 
works  at  Ulpha. 

1 laving  heard  rumours  to  the  effect  that  the  Barrow  water 
supplies  were  showing  signs  of  pollution,  1 requested  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  [ohnstone,  on  the  4th  September  to  obtain  a sample 
of  the  Dalton  water.  1 hat  same  evening  1 had  a telephone  convers- 
ation with  Dr.  Forre.-t,  the  Ba- row-in- Furness  Medical  Officer  of 
iqealth,  who  confirmed  the  rumours  that  the  Corporation’s  water 
supplies  were  showing  signs  of  pollution. 

The  position  of  Medical  Otficer  of  Health  of. areas  supplied 
with  water  bv  another  Authority  is  not  an  easy  one  as  he  hasnocon- 
trol  over  the  gathering  grounds,  reservoirs,  filtration  and  chlorinating 
plants  or  mains  of  the  Authontyvvhich  supplies  the  water.  Fortun- 
ately no  dilficultv  was  experienced  in  securing  close  co-operation 
with  the  Barrow  officials  concerned. 

On  the  bill  September  1 met  Dr.F'orrcst  at  the  High  Carley 
Laboratory  where  the  whole  position  was  discussed.  In  view  of  the 
very  serious  consequences  liable  to  ensue  from  a polluted  water  sup- 
ply it  was  agreed  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  Regional  Office,  Man- 
chester, should  at  once  be  informed  of  the  situation  to  enable  them 
to  take  whatever  action  they  deemed  requisite  in  the  circumstances. 
In  the  absence  on  sick  le.ive  of  Mr.  Diamond,  the  Barrow  Gas  and 
Water  Engineer,  Dr.  Forrest  pul  me  in  tou<,:h  with  Mr.Gabbatt,  who 
has  since  been  appointed  to  Mr.  Diamond’s  post. 

I kept  in  close  touch  with  Mr.  GabbalL  We  pooled  inform- 
ation on  the  results  of  bacteriological  examination  of  water  samples, 
and  other  revelaiit  matters  often  consulted  over  the  telephone  and 
sometimes  met  on  the  gathering  grounds  or  water  works  to  discuss 
matters  on  the  spot.  I should  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  Mr.  Gabbatt’s  kindness,  courtsey  and  consistent  helpfulness 
during  a period  which  was,  not  unnaturally,  a very  anxious  one  for 
both  of  us. 
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The  pollution  did  not  remain  constant  but  was  intermit- 
tent m character,  appearing  and  disappearing,  sometimes  in  the 
Dalton  water  and  sometimes  in  that  supplied  to  Aslcam. 

One  possible  source  of  dangerous  pollution  was  caused  by 
military  exercises  on,  or  in  close  proximity  to.  the  gathering  grounds 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  impounding  reservoirs.  As  a result  of  represent- 
ations made  on  the  subject.  Captain  Gilpin,  from  the  Headquarters^ 
of  Western  Command,  called  at  my  office  on  the  26th  September,  to 
assure  me  that  stringent  orders  had  been  given  which,  it  was  hoped 
would  prevent  any  repetition  of  the  practice  complained  of. 

Samples  taken  on  the  undernoted  dates,  from  the  places 
specified  were  subjected  to  bacteriological  examination  at  the  .Min- 
istry of  Health  Emergency  Pathological  Service  Laboratory  at  the 
High  Carley  Sanatorium.  Except  where  otherwise  stated  the  Dalton 
samples  were  taken  from  a tap  at  the  Town  ffall  supplied  direct 
from  the  main.  Samples  of  the  Seathwaite  supply  were  taken  from 
the  main  at  Askam  before  boosting.  The  reports  gave  the  following 
results  expressed  in  terms  of  the  probable  number  of  coliform  organ- 
isms per  100  c.c. 


4th  September 

Dalton 

17 

5th 

Dalton 

0 

Mr.  Gill’s  Shop,  .Askam 

9004 

bth 

yy 

Dalton 

0 

Mr.  Ciill’s  .Sliop,  Askam 

1800  + 

.Seathwaite  Main 

S5 

7 th 

y y 

Dalton 

0 

.Mr.  Gill’s  Shop,  .Askam 

6 

Junior  School,  .Askam 

0 

8th 

y y 

Dalton 

8 

.Mr.  (iill’s  Shop,  .Askam 

0 

gth 

> y 

Dalton  Storage  Reservoir 

0 

nth 

y y 

Dalton 

0 

■Mr.  Gill’s  Shop,  Askam 

0 

13th 

y y 

Dalton 

0 

26,  F^each  Street,  .Askam 

0 

15th 

yy 

Dalton 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

180  + 

Mr.  Gill’s  Shop,  Askam 

180+ 

17th 

) y 

Dalton 

0 

Police  Station,  Askam 

5 

.Seathwaite  Main 

s 

9 


iSth 

September 

Dalton 

8 

Seathwaite  Main 

3 

Mr.  Gill’s  Shop,  Askam 

5 

igth 

11 

Dalton 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

3 

Police  Station,  Askam 

3 

2oth 

n 

Dalton 

0 

Mr.  Gill’s  Shop,  Askam 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

2 ISt 

Dalton 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

Police  Station,  Askam 

0 

26th 

f > 

Dalton 

13 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

2gth 

j f 

Dalton 

180  + 

Seathwaite  Main 

180  + 

2nd  October 

Dalton 

I 

- 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

loth 

Dalton 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

1 7th 

1 » 

Dalton 

T 

• 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

25th 

> > 

Dalton 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

31st 

Dalton 

, I 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

gth  November 

Dalton 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

15th 

»» 

Dalton 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

T 

22nd 

1 > 

Dalton 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

5tb 

December 

Dalton 

5 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

I ith 

Dalton 

0 

Seathwaite  Main 

0 

I'he  Ministry  of  Health  Regional  Office,  Manchester,  was 
first  informed  of  the  polluted  condition  of  the  water  on  the  6th  Sep- 
tember and  were  subsequently  informed  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
course  of  events.  Dri  Marshall,  the  Departments  Regional  Medical 
Officer  and  Mr.  Malony,  the  Regional  Engineer,  visited  Barrow-in- 
Furness  on  the  loth  October  and  made  an  insoection  of  the  Corpora- 
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lion’s  gathering  grounds  and  waterworks.  '1  hey  conferred  with  me 
on  the  subject  on  the  evening  of  the  nth  October, 


Representatives  of  the  Corporation  were,  I understand, 
subsequently  invited  to  discuss  the  matter  with  officers  ot  the  Minis- 
try of^Health  in  London.  1 am  indebted  to  Dr.  Forrest  for  the 
following  information  in  respect  of  subsequent  events,  which  lie 
kindlv  sent  me,  in  a letter  dated  .3rcl  February  t945-  “A  our 
conference  with  the  Ministry  it  was  recommended  that  an  outside 
Consultant  should  be  appointed  with  wide  powers  to  suivev  the 
whole  water  undertaking,  and  he  has  now  been  appointed  and 
commenced  work.  The  'I'own  Clerk  informs  me  that  there  has  also 
been  appointed  an  independent  .\nalyst  and  that  they  are  now,  both 
carrying  out  their  Survey.  You  will  appreciate, however,  that  we  are 
regularly  sampling  the  water  from  the  reservoirs,  and  so  far  as 
Borrow  is  concerned  there  is  no  B.  Coli  in  any  of  the  weekly  samples. 
We  are  also  chlorinating  regular!) , 


Of  the  3 loo  inhabited  houses  in  the  Dalton  Urban  District, 
, o63  have  a constant  water  supply  from  the  public  ma ins  direct  to 
tile  houses.  There  are  only  one  or  two  stand-pipes  in  the  Uiban  is- 

trict.  There  was  not  any  shortage  of  water  during  the  year  under 

review. 


Askam  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

For  many  years  the  Council  have  been  dissatislied,  and 
rightly  dissatisfied,  with  the  condition  of  the  Askam  sewers  and  the 
'exiting  means  of  sewage  disposal.  In  July.  1934. 
sented  a report  to  the  Health  Committee  on  the  subject.  1 he  follow- 
ing extracts  from  his  report  indicate  the  conditions  found.— 

“On  taking  levels  along  Back  Steel  Stieet  I find  that  a 
length  of  875  feet  of  9 inch  sewer  has  a fall  of  i/eet  lo 
defusing,  tins  sewer  should  have,  at  least,  9 feet  fall.  1 he  lesuli  of 
tL  shorlge  of  fall  is,  large  quantities  of  sewage  matter  standing 
at  the  bottom  of  each  manhole.  The  pipe  joints  are  also  unsatisfac  - 
ory  allowing  the  liquid  to  percolate  into  the  sand  and  leaving  he 
solids  to  be  removed  by  the  workmen.  Back  Sharp  Street  is  m t le 

same  condition,  except  the  portion  that  was  relaid  two  yeais  ago 

♦ 

“I  cannot  find  a sewer  in  Askam  that  can  be  called  satis- 
factory, the  fall  allowed  is  insufficient  to  make  the  se  wers  self  cleans- 
ing, i.e  solids  to  be  washed  away  with  the  liquids. 

“ The  whole  sewage  system  at  Askam  requires  relax  mg  and 
properly  grading,  with  some  form  of  treatment  before  discharging 

into  the  sea.” 
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“At  this  time  of  the  year,  the  tide  does  not  come  anywhere 
near  the  sewer  outfall,  and  this  allows  pools  of  sewage  matter  to 
form  on  the  foreshore  which  must  be  a nuisance  to  those  using  the 
shore.” 


Plans  and  estimates  were  subsequently  prepared  by  your 
surveyor  for  relaying  and  enlarging  the  whole  of  the  sewers  in  Aslcam 
and  for  the  provision  of  a sewage  disposal  plant.  Having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  carry  the  inlet  sewer  to  the 
latter  at  a rlepth  of  lo  feet  below  ground  level — i.e.  at  practically 
sea-level — provision  had  to  be  made  for  the  whole  flow  of  sewage 
to  be  pumped  to  the  sewage  disposal  works.  I he  estimated  cost  of 
this  scheme  amounted  to  £ 27,550. 

On  application  being  made  by  the  Council  to  the  County 
Council  for  a contribution  under  Sec.  57  (i)  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1929,  toward  the  cost  of  the  scheme  the  County  Council 
resolved  to  make  a contribution  fur  the  first  five  years  of  the  loan 
period  of  £"300  per  annum,  toward  the  annual  loan  charges. 

The  Council  subsequently  decided  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction of  a sewage  purification  plant  and  to  postpone  the  relay- 
ing of  the  sewers  until  a later  date.  With  this  object  in  view  the  firm 
of  Silcock  and  Simson  were  instructed  to  prepare  detailed  plans  of 
the  disposal  works.  An  inquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  into  the 
proposal  was  arranged  to  be  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  Dalton,  on  the 
7th  September,  1939,  but  was  cancelled  because  of  the  outbreak  of 
war. 


In  the  spring  of  1944  the  Council  made  representations 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  a veiw  to  obtaining  the  Depart- 
ment's sanction  to  proceed  with  the  scheme.  It  was  submitted 
that  the  works  were  regarded  as  urgent  in  1939,  and  that  they 
had  now  become  very  urgent. 

As  a result  of  these  representations  an  inquiry  was  held  by 
Mr.  Malony,  an  Lngineeririg  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  at 
the  Town  llall,  Dalton,  on  December  13th,  1944,  into  tlfe  application 
of  tlie  Council  for  the  borrowing  of  £11,000  for  carrying  out  the 
works  in  question.  Briefly  the  scheme  made  provision  for  the  resew- 
ering of  the  Marsh  Street  Area  to  proposed  new  tanks,  the  construc- 
tion of  sewage  disposal  works  consisting  of  detritus  and  screening 
tanks,  sedimentation  tank  [Dortmund  type]  .storm  water  tanks,  bac- 
teria beds,  balancing  tank,  humus  tanks,  pumping  station,  [building 
and  tanks],  sludge  drying  beds,  recorder  and  kiosk,  pipes,  channe  s, 
roads  and  footpaths,  etc.  Lumps  and  motors  in  duplicate  for  the  sew- 
age, and  a pum[)  and  motor  for  the  sludge. 
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This  scheme  was  not  approved  by  the  Ministry  owing  to  its 
hio-h  cost  which,  it  was  considered,  would  not  be  justified  by  the  bene- 
fit°likely  to  be  afforded.  The  Minister,  however,  intimated  his  will- 
ingness to  consider  a more  economical  scheme  for  the  ^f^st  and 
disposal  of  the  sludge,  and  suggested  that  the  works  could  be  so  de- 
signed that  at  a later  stage  more  complete  treatment  by  nitration 

could  be  added. 


HOUSING. 

'I'he  shortage  of  houses  in  the  Urban  District  remains  as 
acute  as  ever.  Many  persons,  unable  to  obtain  satisfactory  accom- 
modation for  their  wives  and  families,  have  to  continue  living  in 
houses  in  which  the  accommodation  is  totally  inadequate  and  the 
conditions  most  unsuitable.  Overcrowding  is  liable  to  exert  an  ad- 
verse inhuence  on  health— especially  on  that  of  children  of  pre-school 
age  It  facilitates  the  spread  of  communicable  disease  from  one  mem- 
ber of  the  household  to  another.  fhe  consequences  may  be  very 
serious  in  the  case  of  a disease  like  pulmonary^  tuberculosis,  i ersons 
living  in  overcrowded  conditions  in  the  same  house  as  a patient  sub 
ering  from  phthisis  are  very  liable  to  themselves  become  infected  it 
very  great  care  is  not  exercised  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 


The  present  very  unsatisfactory  living  conditions — many 
instances  of  which  have  come  under  my  personal  observation  while 
engaged  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health- 
can,  of  course,  only  be  remedied  by  the  provision  of  new  houses 
which  are  very  urgently  required. 


'I'he  Council  have  not  been  inactive  in  the  matter  of  their 
nost-war  building  programme.  Layout  plans  have  been  prepared  for 
Askam  [140  houses],  and  the  whole  of  the  land  between  Anticross 
and  Long  Lane,  Dalton  Fields  Lane  and  Newton  Load  has  been  laid 
out  to  form  a site  containing  just  short  of  400  houses,  including  the 
44  existing  houses  at  rhornton  Park. 


The  part  now  occupied  by  the  camp  is  included  but  cannot 
be  developed  until  the  Military  have  finished  with  it. 


These  plans  are  about  to  be  submitted  to  the  Regional 
Officer  for  his  comments. 

I'he  North  Lonsdale  Joint  Town  Planning  Committee  have 
approved  the  lay-outs. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  some  47  cowkeepers  in  the 
District  engaged  in  the  production  of  milk  for  sale.  There  is  1 
producer  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  two  of  Accredited  Milk 
VVdiile  there  are  a few  farmsteads  at  which  the  conditions  are 
satisfactory,  or  reasonably  satisfactory,  the  general  standard 
in  the  District  as  a whole  falls  far  short  of  modern  require- 
ments for  the  production  of  clean  milk.  Many  of  the  shippons 
are  old  stone-built  structures,  often  with  lofts  above,  some  are 
defective  in  air  space,  some  in  height,  some  in  lighting  and 
ventilation  and  some  in  internal  arrangement  Defective  floors 
and  drainage  are  all  too  common  while  the  internal  surfaces  of 
walls  are  often  rough,  uneven  and  difficult  to* maintain  in  an 
adequate  state  of  cleanliness.  Such  conditions  cannot  fail  to 
exert  adverse  influence  on  the  health  of  the  dairy  herds,  and 
should  in  the  interest  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  of  the  farmer,  be 
remedied  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

In  many  instances  there  is  no  separate  dairy  in  which 
milk  can  be  cooled  and  stored.  The  farmhouse  kitchen,  scul- 
lery or  wash-house  is  not  infrequently  used  for  the  purpose  in 
contravention  of  ihe  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926.  Owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  labour  and  materials,  it  is,  of  course  difficult  or 
impossible  to  remedy  such  defects  in  war-time,  but  in  the  event 
of  an  inmate  of  the  farmhouse  contracting  infectious  disease, 
the  kee[)ing  or  cooling  of  milk  or  the  cleansing  of  milk  vessels 
or  utensils  in  the  kitchen,  scullery  or  wash-house  is  a proced- 
ure fraught  with  danger  to  the  health  of  consumers  of  the  milk 

Your  sanitary  inspector,  Mr.  Johnstone,  has  done  what 
was  possible  to  promote,  the  j'lroduction  of  clean  milk,  but  he 
has  been  seriously  handicapped  in  this,  ai^d  other  branches  of 
his  work,  by  lack  of  suitable  means  of  transport  which  has 
ren  lere  1 the  requisite  routine  inspection  of  dairy  farms  im- 
practicable 

Some  improvement  of  individual  farmsteads  has  been 
effected  during  the  \ ear.  In  one  instance  ashippon  was  rebuilt 
and  a new  system  of  drainage  provided.  One  or  two  new  dairies 
were  built  and  others  were  reconditionetl 

In  the  circumstances  which  obtain  at  many  of  the  farms 
it  cannot  be  easy  to  attain,  and  maintain,  a high  standard  of 
cleanliness  iti  the  production  of  milk,  paiticularly  where  facil- 
ities for  the  supply  of  abundant  hot  water  are  lacking,  as  they 
too  often  are.  The  position  has  been  aggravated  during  the 
war  years  by  inability  to  obtain  adequate  labour  and  by  the 
greater  acreage  which  has  had  to  be  brought  under  the  plough 


14 


as  a war-time  necessity.  Notwithstanding  all  these  handicaps, 
a determined  effort  is  being  made  by  the  vast  majority  of 
cowkeepers  to  produce  milk  of  as  high  a quality  as  circum- 
stances permit.  The  lot  of  the  farmer,  during  the  period  of 
hostilities,  has  been  beset  by  many  practical  difficulties,  which 
he  has  managed  to  surmount  in  one  way  or  another.  This  has 
often  entailed  strenuous  work  from  early  morning  until  late  at 
night.  No  member  of  the  community  has  played  a worthier  or 
more  vital  part  in  the  war  effort-one  which,  notwithstanding 
the  occurrence  of  unsuitable  weather  conditions  and  some  bad 
harvests,  has,  fortunately  for  the  nation,  been  crowned  by  a 
very  large  measure  of  success. 


Evacuation.— The  reception,  billeting  and  subsequent  care  of 
large  numbers  of  evacuees  from  London  and  areas  in  the  South 
of  England  involved  much  work  on  the  part  of  local  W.V.S.  or- 
ganisations and  officials  of  the  Council;  work  which  was  very 
willingly  undertaken  and  afforded  excellent  results. 

An  organised  party  of  unaccompanied  children  was  con- 
conveyed  by  rail  direct  to  Barrow-in-Furness,  which  was 
reached  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  13th  July.  The  children 
spent  the  night  in  Barrow  in  two  large  schools,  where  by  ar- 
rangement with  Dr.  Forrest,  they  were  medically  examined  on 
the  following  morning  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Mrs.  Macewen  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Forrest  and  his  staff. 
Arrangements  had  been  made  to  billet  the  children  in  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Ulverston  as  well  aa  in  the  Ur- 
ban District  of  Dalton  The  examination  was,  therefore, 
commenced  at  8-30  a.m.  in  order  to  enable  those,  whom  it  was 
proposed  to  billet  in  outlying  parts  of  the  Rural  District  to 
reach  their  destination  before  nightfall. 

The  arrangements  made  by  Dr.  Forrest  were  admirable 
in  every  respect  and  the  assistance  affoi'ded  by  him  and  his 
staff  was  greatl}^  appreciated. 

With  few  exceptions  the  children  were  found  to  be  healthy 
and  wonderfully  clean,  particularly  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  many  of  them  had  slept  in  shelters  for  weeks  on  end.  It 
was  very  obvious  that  great  care  had  been  taken  by  the  Auth- 
orities in  the  Evacuation  Areas  from  whence  they  came  to 
subject  any  child  requiring  cleansing  to  appropriate  treatment 
prior  to  departure.  A number  of  cases  of  scabies  were  dis- 
covered. Most  of  them  had  already  undergone  treatment  in 
the  evacuation  areas,  but  in  one  or  two  instances  a complete 
"cure”  had  not  been  effected  and  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
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subject  the  children  to  further  treatment,  which,  through  the 
good  offices  of  Dr.  Forrest;  was  carried  out  prior  to  their  dep- 
arture from  Barrow. 

As  soon  as  the  medical  examination  had  been  completed, 
the  children  who  were  to  be  billeted  in  the  Dalton-in-Furness 
Urban  District,  were  conveyed  by  bus  to  the  County  Council’s 
Emegency  Rest  Centre  in  Beckside  Road,  where  arrangements 
were  matle  by  Councillor  Noble,  the  Billeting  Officer,  and  by 
Mrs.  Fisher,  the  W V.S.  Centre  Organiser  and  her  staff  for  the 
distribution  of  the  children  to  billets  in  Dalton.  Askam  and 
Lindal.  The  kindly  householders  welcomed  the  children  to  their 
homes,  notwithstanding  the  serious  inconvenience  that  this 
olten  entailed,  andcaredfor  them  throughout  their  stay,  as 
though  they  had  been  their  own,  I had  many  opportunities  of 
observing  how  happy  the  children  were  in  their  new  home. 

The  unaccomj^anied  children  billeted  in  the  Urban  Dist- 
rict on  the  14th  July,  1944,  numbered  254.  Two  n others  and 
six  accomi  anied  children  were  also  billeted  on  that  date.  In 
addition,  80  mothers,  85  accompanied,  and  12  unaccompanied 
cliildren,  who  did  not  arrive  in  organised  parties,  were  billeted 
in  the  Urban  District  making  a total  ol  439  evacuees. 

Ambulance  Fa^  ilities  — In  addition  to  the  ambulance  for  infec- 
tious diseases  maintained  by  the  Ulverston  Joint  Hospital 
Board  and  garaged  at  the  High  Carley  Isolation  Hospital,  the 
Health  Committee  ol  the  Dalton  Council  own  and  operate  an 
ambulance  for  accidents  and  non-iiifectious  patients.  A new 
ainladance  lias  recently  been  acquiied  by  the  Fleallh  Commit- 
tee to  replace  the  ( Id  one,  which  was  no  longer  efficient.  There 
aie  reciprocal  arrangements  lor  help  incase  ol  need  with  the 
Ulverston  Joint  Ambulance  Committee  and  with  Barrow-in- 
Furness  The  service  appears  adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of 
tlie  area. 

.SANITARY  Supervision,  etc.  — Ihe  Report  of  your  Sanitary  In- 
spector, .Mr  A Har\  ey  Johnstone,  is  appended. 

He  1 as  now'  lelt  the  service  of  the  Council  to  take  up  an- 
other appointment.  I should  like  to  place  on  record  my 
appreciation  of.  and  grateful  thanks  lor,  the  valuable  assist- 
; nee  and  lo\  al  support  invariably  afforded  me  by  .Mr.  Johnstone 
He  was  a ver\  able  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  rendered  valuable 
services  to  the  Council. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  Jackson  for 
his  ever  ready  assistance  and  much  appreciated  co-operation. 
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Conclusion. — This  is  the  second,  and  the  last,  Annual  Report  I 
shall  have  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Dalton  Council.  I regard 
it  as  a privilege  to  have  been  your  temporary  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  I have  never  worked  among  nicer  or  kinder  people 
than  those  in  the  Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary  District.  They 
are  deserving  of  the  very  best  services  which  Councils  and 
officials  can  render.  I regret  that  much,  I should  have  liked  to 
have  seen  accomplished  on  their  behalf,  has  proved  to  be  im- 
practicable owing  to  the  exigencies  of  war. 

My  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  the  Council,  and  particular- 
ly to  the  Chairman  and  Members  ot  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  for  their  invariable  courtesy,  kindness  and  support. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HUGH  A.  MACEUEN. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  2nd  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  during  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1944. 


Housing  Statistics. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 


70 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


285 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspect- 

ed and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  - ... 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habit- 
> ation 

2.  Kennedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 

formal  notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 

I 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

informal  statutory  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend- 

ered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ... 

(rt)  By  Owners  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  bo 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ... 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
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4.  Housing  Ac/,  1936. — Par/  IV. — Overcrowding. — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  3 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  18 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  0 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases  ....  ...  ...  0 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. — The  dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  visited  sixty 
times,  not  as  frequently  as  is  necessary  due  to  lack  of  transport 

During  the  year  1944,  twenty-four  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  for  detection  of 
the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  One  sample  was  found  to  be 
positive  and  reported  to  the  County  Council,  who,  obtained 
further  samples  at  a later  date,  these  samples  were  reported 
negative.  Not  being  satisfied,  I investigated  at  the  dairy  and 
ascertained  that  a roan  cow  had  been  sent  to  the  collecting 
centre  at  Ulverston,  graded  as  a reject  and  forwarded  to  the 
abattoir  at  Ulverston  for  slaughter.  Post  mortem  examination 
revealed  a generalised  tuberculosis  infection,  resulting  in  total 
condemnation  of  the  carcase  and  organs  for  human  food. 

It  does  appear  that  proceedings  are  cumbersome  if  not 
a little  unco-ordinated,  too  great  care  and  speed  cannot  be 
used  to  ensure  a pure  milk  supply. 

Food  Inspection. — The  weight  of  meat  and  other  foods  destroyed 
or  otherwise  disposed  of  from  shops  and  other  premises  as  a 
result  of  visits  was  953  lbs. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Despite  a number  of  difficult  circumstances,  it  has  been  pos- 
sible to  keep  a weekly  collection  of  house  refuse.  The  labour 
question  is  the  most  difficult,  mechanical  break-downs  with  the  old 
vehicle  are  inevitable,  it  is  a question  of  time  only  before  a new 
vehicle  will  have  to  be  purchased. 


1943  1944 


Month 

No.  Ashpits 
Emptied 

No.  Loads 
Collected 

Approx. 

Ton  a, 

Ne.  AAplIs 
Eoiptiod 

N*.Le*de 

CoUccted 

Approx: 

Toaaage 

Jan. 

O 

00 

79 

194 

37 

118 

295 

Feb. 

35 

68 

136 

11 

114 

285 

March 

63 

98 

196 

47 

125 

312 

April 

82 

112 

224 

27 

95 

237  • 

May 

59 

111 

222 

33 

106 

82 

J line 

87 

102 

204 

30 

48 

75 

July 

71 

107 

214 

19 

100 

250 

Aug. 

57 

90 

180 

20 

74 

185 

Sept. 

84 

97 

194 

49 

97 

242 

Oct. 

56 

107 

214 

49 

108 

270 

Nov. 

72 

100 

200 

53 

99 

247 

Dec. 

24 

84 

168 

28 

97 

242 

770 

1155 

2^46 

403 

1181 

2722 

In  conclusion  I thank  the  Chairman  and  -members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  kindness  and  support,  also  the  Medi- 
cal Officer  for  his  unfailing  courtesy  and  encouragement. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Johnstone. 
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